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they smiled in their very torments" &c., we see the regular
habit of Christian martyrs through the first three centuries.
"We see that principle established amongst them so early as
that first examination of Pliny's ; for he is so well aware how
useless it would be to seek for any discoveries by torture
applied to the Christian men that he resorts instantly to the
torture of female servants. The secrecy, again, as to their
opinions, is another point common to the supposed Essenes
and the Christians. Why the Essenes, as an orthodox
Jewish sect, should have practised any secrecy, Josephua
would have found it hard to say ; but the Christian reasons
will appear decisive to any man who reflects.

But, first of all, let us recur to the argument we have
just employed, and summon you to a review of the New
Testament. Christ, during his ministry in Palestine, is
brought as if by special arrangement into contact with all
known orders of men: Scribes and Doctors, Pharisees and
Sadducees, Herodians and followers of the Baptist, Roman
officers insolent with authority, tax-gatherers the Pariahs of
the land, Galileans the most undervalued of the Jews,
Samaritans hostile to the very name of Jew, rich men
clothed in purple and poor men fishing for their daily bread,
the happy and those that sate in darkness, wedding parties
and funeral parties, solitudes amongst hills or sea-shores and
multitudes that could not be counted, mighty cities and
hamlets the most obscure, golden sanhedrims and the
glorious temple where he spoke to myriads of the wor-
shippers, and solitary corners where he stood in conference
with a single contrite heart. "Were the subject or the person
different, one might ascribe a dramatic purpose and a scenical
art to the vast variety of the circumstances and situations in
which Christ is introduced. And yet, whilst all other sorts
and orders of men converse with him, never do we hear of
any interview between him and the Essenes. Suppose one
Evangelist to have overlooked such a scene, another would
not. In part, the very source of the dramatic variety in the
New Testament scenes must be looked for in the total want
of collusion amongst the Evangelists. Each throwing him-
self back upon overmastering remembrances, all-glorified to
his heart, had no more need to consult a fellow-witness than